3/2/90 


Mr. James Earl Itay, 65477 
E.O. Box 4000 
Petros,' TN 57045 

Dear Jimmy, 

'j-'his is my day for Hay correspondence! Cxot a C?n:istmas card from jerry- and it is 
not even a used one! 

And I'm surprised tliat you are still your own lav/yer. I'd gathered from Bill Popper 
that he is. But good luck, counsellor! 

1 Ic-ow th(i case you refer to. Bernard Lee et al, and how that fink of a judge, 

^ohn Lewis ^mith, decided. I've even he.ird otoer judges ridicule his decision. But I'm 
not familiar witli the dejailf, I did net know tliat there had been any negotiations betv/een 
the plaintiffs and the DJ and I'm surprised to learn that there had been# 

Have you thought of asking the plaintiffs or their counsel to see if they can be 
of any help? They may not be unwilling. 


Generally speaking, the notes the FBI adds ^ contain tlie information tliat 

might be useful to others later, but in this case I'm surprised tliat they state tliat they 
participated in negotiations in any way and have no written record. If I were to make a 
guess, it is that the Legal Counsel -division px^ople kept a tickler on in until the case 
was over and then tlirew it away. There are records that never get to the central files. 

I also think it d.s^iossible tliat once there was no appeal the FBI would not want any 
record of its participation kicking around. It had to be concerned about those tapes 
until there was a final decision. But the decision was tho best it could hope for, 
sequestering all the tapes it admitted having on /^ng. 

Harrison was an FBI spy at SC LG headquarters. I was never particularly inter- 
ested in him but Dave Carrow wrote ab(;ut him. Under the law the FBI can protect him 
and refuse to admit having anytliing on liim or his survice to it as an informer - unless 
that has been disclosed officially. I think it may well have been officially disclosed, 
at least to '^arrow. In that event, they are not within the law in witliholding frora you 
inforraation that is not within some exemption, as understand it. 

The fellow who wrote you from ‘^altimore is a policeman and seems to be a nice guy. 
He's been here a couple of timejand a day or so ago phoned to tell mo he'd spoke/7to you. 

Jerry has n^jver used his stationery in writiiig me. Fancy stuff! 

If thjre were negotiations then they'd liave been liandled by the DJ component, I 
believe most likely the Civil Division, and if you did not address your request to it, 

I suggest yhu do that and file an appeal including it, but not it alone. Thiit may well 
have gone higher for approval. 

As ilick told you, i've had open-hi;art sui'gery and it went well, apparently. Slows 
me a bit more. than the venous tliromboses, whicli are giving me more trouble, but I'll be 
^7 in a few weeks, so by and large I am OK. Thaaks for asking. 

I don't knov^ what you expect to get frora this 1\)IA request that can do you any 
good and frankly, I don't see how it could. But good luck, anyway, 
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